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ORTSMOUTH — Eleven years after the re-
mains of 13 Africans were found on Chestnut 

memorial park dedicated to them and others of Afri-
can descent buried hundreds of years ago in the city’s 
slave burying ground.

“This memorial will give a voice to those long buried 

history and acknowledge the accomplishments of some 
of its earliest residents,” said Vernis Jackson, chair-
woman of the African Burying Ground Committee.

A consecration ceremony will take place at 4 p.m. 
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